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COMMAND TO CHANGE IN JANUARY 
Lt . Col. 

5 07 th Tactica l 
commander , has 
take command of 
Luke AFB , Ariz., 
unit of F-16s. 

Jerry A. Wrucha, 
Fighter Group 

been selected to 
the 944th TFG at 
in January, a new 

The new 5 07 th TFG commander 
will be Lt. Col. James L. ( Larry) 
Turner, currently assigned to the 
482nd Tactical Fighter Wing, 
Homestead AFB, Fla. 

Colonel Turner, one of the 
original OKies, was the first 
reservi st to fly an F-105 sortie 
out of Tinker. He joined the unit 
when Tinker's reserve unit 
transitioned from C-124s to F-105s. 

"Col. Ron Williams, then a 
captain, and I f 1 ipped a coin to 
see who would be the first to fly 
the F-105. I won." Colonel Williams 
was the former commander of the 
465th TFS. The crew chief for that 

first sortie was Hubert Rogers who 
is still with the 507th. 

Colonel Turner has a bachelor's 
degree from the University of 
Arkansas and a master's degree from 
Louisiana State University. 

The colonel was on active duty 
from 1965 to 1970. He joined the 
507th in 1972. He left the unit in 
1974 and went to the Texas Air 
National Guard unit in San Antonio. 

He returned to the 507th as an 
Air Reserve Techician instructor ' 
from 1979 to 1981. From 1981 to 
1984, he was at Bergstrom AFB, 
Texas with the 704th TFS before his 

I 

assignment to Homestead AFB, as .the 
deputy commander of operations. 

The colonel and his wife have 
five children. "Coming back to the 
507th will be a homecoming for us. 
We are thrilled to be coming back." 

STOCKING STUFFERS NEEDED 
The 507th TFG Christmas project will be 

the supfX)rt of the Annual Salvation Army's 
Christmas Stocking program. Christmas 
stockings are available throughout the 
group in the different offices. 

Members of the unit are being asked to 
bring small items such as toys, games and 
books to the ~cember lJfA. Candy should 
rur be included in your contribution . 

People participating will be given a 
stocking to stuff which will be turned 
over to the Chaplain's off ice. The 
stockings will be given to the Salvation 
Army for distribution to needy children in 
the local area. 

For more information, contact your duty 
section, unit orderly roan or the 507th 
chaplains in building 1043 during the 
~cember UTA. The participation of the 
507th will benefit hundreds of children in 
the area. 



Page 2 December 1985 

C OLONEL'S JOURNAL 
AN OPEN LETTER TO THE GROUP 

Lea ving the 507th Tactical Fighter Group and Tinker AFB is 
not easy. Having spent 12 and a half years here, Margi and I 
have established deep roots. 

We have made many new and dear friends to whom it is hard to 
say good-bye. However, our time to leave is upon us. Command of 
the Group will be turned over in January to a very able leader, 
Lt. Col. James L. (Larry) Turn~r, currently with the 482nd 
Tactical Fighter Wing, Homestead AFB, Fla. 

Serving as your commander for the last one and a half years 
has been the biggest honor and privilege of my military career. 
The thought of having such a job was a dream which I never 
expected to come true, but it did, and I am glad it was at the 
507th. 

This group has had a marvelous record and you -- the people 
i n the Group and those who support it -- deserve all the credit. 
Your support and responsiveness were always more than I ever 
asked; your effort was equal to every challenge. I asked that we 
build a team (a real class act) and that's exactly what you 
helped me do. It has paid handsome dividends in terms of morale, 
spirit, growth, productiveness, and success. 

Although departing is difficult, we leave on a high note. 
It has been a great and rewarding experience! My only request is 
that you give Lt. Col. Turner the same support and dedication you 
gave me. If you will, the 507th will continue in its proud and 
glorious tradition. 

Before we go, I again want to say thanks for your support 
and for making our tour here so enjoyable. We loved every minute 
of it. 

Good luck. 

ON-FINAL IS A FI...NDED CLASS Il AIR FORCE NEWS
PAPER PLBLISHED l'IONTHL..Y FOR PERSON'-IEL OF Tl-£ 
507 TACTICAL FIGHTER GROLP (AFRES) AT TIN<ER 
AFB, OKLAH0-1A 73145-5000. OPINICNS EXPRESSED 
1-EREIN DO f\OT t-ECESSARILY REPRESENT Tt-OSE OF 
TJ-E LNITED STATES AIR RJRCE. 
YOLR COr+1ENTS, SLGGEST IONS, OLE ST IONS Ar-0 
REOLESTS ARE SOLICITED At-0 WELCOMED BY DLR 
STAFF. PLEASE SEND ANY CORRESPONDENCE TO TI-E 

507 TFG/PA, TIN<ER AFB, OK 73145-5000 OR 
CALL US IN TH! GROLP PL.SLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE 
AT 734-3078. 

LT COL JERRY A. WRUCHA 
STAFF 

MR WHITIE BLANSHAN 
TSGT . RICH CLRRY 
SSGT CATHI BEt-EDICT 
SRA .£METTE CEA THERAGE 

COMMANCER 

CIVILIAN PAO/EDITOR 
NCO I C/REPORlER 

WRITER 
ADM IN/REPORTER 
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507TH PARTICIPATES IN COMMUNITY-BASE EXERCISE 

November 19 was a busy day for the base 
and sane 507th TFG peopl e . The base had a 
mass casualty exercise at the Glenwcx:xj 
Addition (an site across 29th Street). 

The exercise kicked of f at 12:30 p.m. 
with a simulated crash of a Boeing 707 
with nore than 150 people aboard. Six 
Oklahana City area hospi tals responded to 
the crash site along with firefighters 
fran the surrounding area. 

The 507th TFG people responded with the 
reserve unit ' s firef ighters and hospital 
personnel, who augumented the base's 
response force . 

--:" 
t.~ · .,..._ 
~ ~,._ ~ 
... ~ '• ~ /\. k f 

SSgt. Thanas A. Taber, SSgt. Melodie 
Garneau (left) and Sgt. Diane Bergman (in 
rear) perform triage on one of the 
accident victims at the November 19 mass 
casualty exercise in the Glenv.0od 
.Additione (USAFR photo) 

Casualty players (members of the Civil 
Air Patrol) in the exercise were in full 
makeup (moulage) to simulate inJuries. 
Hospital personnel and firefighters had to 
evacute the injured to an area away fran 
the accident site. 

After evacuating the injured to a safer 
area, triage was _performed by medical 
personnel. After triage was canpleted, the 
injured were taken to area hospitals. 

other hospitals involved in the exercise 
alorYJ with the base were: s~. Anthony'.s, 
South eanmunity, Midwest City, Baptist 
Medical Center and Deaconess. 

SSgt. Jim Measel a firefighter fran the 
507th CFS, escorts one of inJtn-ed 
casualities from the accident scene. 
Approximately 13 firefighters fran the 
507th were involved in the exercise • 
(USAFR photo) 
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50 7TH DISASTER PREPAREDNESS TEAMS ASSIST BASE MOBILITY EXERCISE 
"The 507th TFG is the expert on 

Tinker AFB when it comes t o 
disaste r preparedness mobility , " 
said SSgt . Lisa Campbell , 2854th 
Air Base Group disaster 
pre paredness office 

Since getting tasked with a 
mobility committme n t October 1 , the 
2854th ABG had been gearing up for 
its first mobility exercise . The 
exercise was November 14 - 17 . 

More than 200 Tinker troops got 
their first taste of chemical 
warfa re training when they 
expe r i enced , first ha nd , the 
con·taminated control a r ea ( CCA ) 
proce ssing . 

"We watch the fil ms and study the 
processing actions i n c l assroom 
situations. But, goi ng t hro ugh the 
line was more rea li s ti c t han havi ng 
just t he c l assroom train i ng ," sa id 
Sergean t Campbe ll. 

The ope n air process ing of the 
mobi lized personne l fr om t he 2854th 
posed pr ob l e ms f o r the base 
disaster prepa r ed ness offi ce. "We 
didn't ha ve the equ ipme nt needed o r 
the trai n i ng required to teach the 
people wha t the y would need to know 
i f they we re mobilized," continued 
Sergeant Campbell. 

Enter SSg t. Jame s Wood, 507th TFG 
disas ter pre pa redness NCOIC. 

•The ba s e di s aster preparedness 
peo~l7 ne ve r had actual hands-on 
c:ca1n1 ng . They didn't have a CCA 
They wecen't trained in that facet 
of the disaster preparedness 
cpecation , " said Sergeant Wood. 

seeing an opportunity to increase 
the trai ning o f the 507th disaster 
pr~pacedness s peci alized team alo~g 
with helpi ng the 2854th solve the ir 
training pcoblems , Se rgeant Wood 
offeced the base the 507th's 
assistance for the e xe r c ise. 

"We have a CCA and we 're more 
than happy to he l p the base wi t h 
their t raining beca use it al so 
hel ped us increa s e our training for 
t he 507th ." 

The 2854th pe rsonnel went thro ugh 
t he mobility proces s ing line, the n 
we r e put on buse s a nd t a ken to the 
Gl e nwood Addition, a training site 
acros s fr om the base be twee n 
Midw est Boul eva rd a nd Douglas 
Ave nue. This area s e rved as the 
deployme nt base f oe the exercise. 

"The people were in full chemi cal 
wa rfare gear, down t o the boots. 
They had t o go thro ugh the 
processing line as tho ug h the y were 
in a chemi c al enviro nme nt," said 
Se rgeant Campbe ll. 

Although planners have the 2854th 
personnel going to bases that have 
a self-contained unit f o r 
processing contaminated pe rsonne l 
into a 'clean' area, Sergeant Wood 
thought training for an open- a i r 
processing line would be a better 
idea. 

"You never know what you have 
until you ge t the re and why t ake 
chances? Se nding thos e people 
through a CCA is the best poss i ble 
training the y could r e cei ve ," said 
the 507th NCO. 

The people at ba s e l e vel know the 
507th's capabili t y in mob ilization. 
This is what the 507th t rains f or. 

"We needed the 50 7 th ' s he lp a nd 
they gave it," ad ded Se rge a nt 
Campbell. "W i thout t hei r expe r ti s e , 
we would s ti ll be s itti ng aro un d 
the classroom l ooking a t f i lm s 
ho ping we would know what t o do 
wh e n the time came . No w, we have 
hands-on tra i ni ng that is s o vita l 
for the 28 54th' s miss i on . We can 
ge t our people decontaminated a nd 
bac k in to the workforce whe r e we 
need t hem." 

Se r gean t Woo d said, "The DSMT 
(de ploymen t s helter management 
team) people are t he ones who 
r eally mad e the exe r c i se a s uccess . 
Th ei r expertise in setting up, 
ma intaining and ins t ructing of the 
op e r a tion of the CCA was 
ex traordinary." 

Team members were : MSgt . Douglas 
C. Stewart, team c h ief; TSgt . 
Charl e s R. Pospi s il, TSgt . Dennis 
E. Smith, TSgt. J ohn R. Cardoni, 
SSg t. Vincent A. Molzahn , SSgt . 
Duane L. Morrow SSgt . Stephen W. 
Woo dy , and TSg t. Wes ley Belew. 

Ac cording t o Se r geant Wood 
ano ther vital link i n the success 
o f the exercis e was the disaster 
prepar edness mobil ity t eam ( DPMT) . 
Th e team' s job is to establish a 
c hemic a lly c l ean environment which 
determin e s i f a CCA can be 
es t abli s hed or should be 
r ees tabli s hed . 

DPMT members were: SMSgt . Jerry 
Elders, team chief; MSgt . Rick A. 
Wiley , MSgt . Don L. Pursifull, 
MSg t. Bob Erickson and TSg t . Lai rd 
G. Brown. 

\,,bile others on the I'6K1' f inish staking 
dm.11 and sandbagging the canouflage 
netting, TSgt. Dennis Snith and TSgt. 
Oiarles Pospisil adjust the fan braces 
that elevate the netting to keep it clear 
of personnel axd equiIEent . (USAFR photo) 

Discussing the calendar of events with SSgt. \bocl and SSgt. Campbell is !Sgt. 
Willians, a CAT Tean meuber of Base Civil Engineers. (USAFR photo) 
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SOMETHING TO TREASURE 
They were expensive pieces of 

glass. Highly polished and expertly 
cut, the set had cost $246 at the 
crystal factory where she had 
watched t hem engrave her initials 
on the bases. The crystal had been 
well packed , but she added several 
pounds of newspaper to the boxes 
before setting them in the back 
seat of the station wagon. 

"Do you think they will ride 
okay without getting broken?" her 
eight year old daughter asked. 
"They should," she answered, 
"unless we have to make a fast 
stop--or hit something." After a 
few seconds' thought, she 
lengthened the seat belts, fastened 
them over the boxes, and snugged 
them down. 

"You can't be too careful with 
valuable things!" she explained. 
Then she slipped behind the steer
ing wheel and began the 20-mile 
drive to their home. 

The girl turned sideways and 
looked at her mother with excited 
eyes. "We should give a party, Mom, 
so we can use the dishes!" The idea 
struck a responsive chord, and she 
began to think of reasons she could 
give her husband. He certainly 
wouldn't want to have a party just 
to show off new crystal he hadn't 
been eager to buy. 

Suddenly she forgot the party 
and the crystal. A yellow sports 
car had swung out of the line of 
opposing traffic, crossed into her 
lane, and was roaring toward her. 
It was obvious that it could never 
swing back in time. 

With survival instinct, she 
twisted the steering wheel to the 
right and jammed her foot on the 
brake. The car shuddered and 
bounced violently across a shallow 
ditch, crashed into the embankment, 
and plowed over the top. She st i 11 

held onto the steering wheel as she 
saw the line of trees looming 
through the dust. Then the car hit 
the trees, ar.d her sight was gone. 

They carried her to the 
hospital, where they patched her 
mutilated face and formed the cast 
that held her ribs in place. They 
carried the girl to a mortuary, 
where they camouflaged the cuts, 
and straightened her broken back 
before allowing the father a 
farewell look. 

They pol iced up the shattered 
windows and the ripped-off door, 
then painted over the gash in the 
tree. And before they hauled the 
car away, they released the seat 
belts from across the boxes and 
removed the polished glass. Not one 
piece was broken. Knowing its 
value, she had wisely tied it down. 

... 1, 

.----:~ 
~ ~~-

/ 

'Ibis is the time of the year when JOOSt 
people have a tendency to overindulge in 
the food deparbnent. So, if you atteoo a 
holiday party that features an all-you
can-eat buffet, keep in mind that we do 
have weight standards to maintain. Enjoy 
yourself but don't overindulge on food or 
drink. 'lb.is public service announcement is 
being brought to the 507th TFG by the 
safety office. ( USAffi photo) 



AWARDS 
Air Force Achievement Medal 

Lt . Col. Ronald R. I:brris 
Lt. Cbl. Rex K. Travis 
Maj. Larry P. Kelly 
Maj. Stephen w. Topper 
Capt. Michael R. Boss 
Capt . Larry D. Miller 
Capt. Ronald E. Miller 
Q\Sgt. Robert Brewer 
CM.Sgt . Bruce Carlisle 
CMSg t. Glenn R. Hudson 
SM.Sgt . Jarel L. Florence 
SMSg t. Rodney D. Osborne 
M.Sgt. Thanas E. Boyle 
MSgt. Alan R. Campbell 
M.Sgt. Gerard J. Lau 
MSg t. Henry W. Luce 
MSgt . Richard M. Nichols 
MSgt. I:buglas K. Patterson 
MSgt. Steven W. Poos 
MSgt. Gene .s. Steffens 

TSgt. Ronald F. Abersoll 
TSgt. James R. Beeler 
TSgt. Joe K. Brown Jr. 
TSgt. Walter L. Cooper Jr. 
TSgt . Jack A. Currey 
1Sgt. Sharlotte A. Epps 
TSgt . Russell D. Foster 
TSgt . I:byle R. Garrison 
TSgt. Michael A. Gless 
TSgt . Anthony R. Gonzales 
TSgt. I:bnald R. Hart 
TSgt. I:bnald R. Hudson 
TSgt. Billy L. Hughes 
TSgt. Stanley R. Jackson 
TSgt. David A. Lightfoot 
TSgt. John P. Morgan Jr. 
TSgt. Richard w. Nixon 
TSgt. I:bnna Pierson 
TSgt. Benny W. Reeves 
TSg t. Gary K. Sorrells 
TSgt. Junior B. Whiteside 

SSg t. Ernest J. Baker 
SSgt. Neville o. Canas 
SSgt. Patrick c. Fairley 
SSgt. Phillip M. Hoffman 
SSgt. Ronald w. Kisslinger 
SSgt. Joe W. Lafitte 
SSgt. Marty R. Lockman 
SSgt. William L. Nelson 
SSgt. Linda L. Ortiz 
SSgt. Mark w. Patterson 
SSgt. Patrick L. Richardson 

507th CAMS 
507th TFG 
465th TFS 
507th TFG 
465th TFS 
507th TFG 
465th TFS 
507th CAMS 
507th CAMS 
403rd CLSS 
507th CAMS 
507th CAMS 
507th CAMS 
507th CAMS 
507th CAMS 
507th CAMS 
507th CAMS 
465th TFS 
507th CAMS 
507th CAMS 

507th CAMS 
507th CAMS 
507th CAMS 
507th CAMS 
507th CAMS 
507th CSS 
507th CAMS 
507th CAMS 
507th CAMS 
465th TFS 
507th CAMS 
507th CAMS 
507th CAMS 
507th CAMS 
507th CAMS 
507th CAMS 
507th CAMS 
465th TFS 
507th CAMS 
507th CAMS 
507th CAMS 

507th CAMS 
507th CAMS 
507th CAMS 
507th CAMS 
507th CAMS 
507th CAMS 
507th CAMS 
465th TFS 
507th CAMS 
507th CAMS 
507th CAMS 

December 1985 

SSgt. Richard E. Williams 
SSgt. John G. Wooo 

Air Force Canrnendation Medal 

Maj. John A. Kretzschmar 
Maj. Sanford A. Kutner 
CMSgt. Glenn R. Hudson 
MSgt. Ethel M. Jacobsen 
MSgt. Bernard J. Powers 
MSg t. Rex A. War lick 
TSgt. Teri J. Har~ 
TSg t. Leopold Rugh 
TSgt. William R. Sullivan 
SSgt. Debra M. Orth 

Meritorius Service Medal 

Maj. William w. Taylor Jr. 
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507th CAMS 
507th MSF 

507th TFG 
507th TFG 
403rd CLSS 
507th MSF 
507th CES 
507th CSS 
507th ISS 
507th CSS 
507th CAMS 
507th ISS 

465th TFS 

IG Professional Performer Awards 

TSgt. Renny M. Shoemaker, 
SSgt. Robert Greenlee, 

507th ISS 
507th ISS 

PAY DATES 
The following is being provided to keep 

you informed of the pay dates for 
December. The document date is when the 
507th TFG military pay section must have 
the neccessary pay documentation to meet 
the scheduled pay date. 

The documentationn must be canplete, 
i.e., certifications, itineraries, orders, 
etc. If the paperwork is not canplete or 
there is a conflict, the scheduled pay 
date will not be met. 

I:bcunent Date 
27 Nov 85 
3 Dec 83 
10 Dec 85 
17 D3c 85 

Scheduled Pay Date 
6 Dec 85 
14 D3c 85 
20 Dec 85 
31 Dec 85 
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SOS SEMINAR CLASSES OFFERED 
Officers who have not completed 

Squadron Officer School are eligi
ble to participate in SOS Seminar 
Classes offered by the base educa
tion office. 

There are three seminars sched
uled to start next year. The first 
class begins in January, the second 
in April and the third in Septem
ber. According to Capt. Doris A. 
Jackson, base education office, the 
materials for the seminar classes 
will be the same as the correspon
dence course. "If off ice rs are 
already taking SOS by correspon
dence, they may begin the course 

again or convert to the seminar 
program at any tim~." 

The seminars meet on a weekly 
basis for the convenience of the 
students. For officers in the 
reserves who are not in the local 
area, special seminars, times and 
meeting dates can be arranged. 
"However, a group study seminar 
advisor must be selected to run the 
monthly program," added Captain 
Jackson. 

For more information and to 
sign up for the seminar, call the 
education office at 739-2238/7408. 

BASE RESTAURANT FACILITY UTA MENU--
Saturday, December 7, 1985 

LUNCH 
Chicken Fry Steak 

w/ Cream Gravy 
Whipped Potatoes 
Green Beans 
Breaded Tomatoes 
Tossed Salad 
Cherry Pie 

DINNER 
Turkey Ala King 

w/Rice 
Whipped Potatoes 
Green Beans 
Green Lima Beans 
Tossed Salad 
Dutch Apple Pie 

Milk 2 cartons or 
Coffee unlimited 

1-l0oz drink 

UTA SCHEDULE 

07 - 08 DEC 11 - 12 JANi 
08 - 09 FEB; 08 - 09 MAR; 
12 - 13 APR; 03 - 04 MAY; 
07 - 08 JUN; 12 - 13 JUL; 
23 -24 AUG; 20 - 21 SEP: 

ANNUAL TOUR 
19 JUNE - 3 JULY 

507 TFG/PA 
TINKER AFB OK 731-45-5000 

Or f"ICIAL BUS INESS 
P[HAL TY ,.O_. PAI V AT[ US[, IJOO 

Sunday, December 8, 1985 

LUNCH 
Roast Beef Au Jus 
Whipped Potatoes 
Green Beans 
Harvara Beets 
Tossed Salad 
Chocolate Pudding 
Milk 2 cartons or 
1-10 oz drink 
Coffee unlimited 

PRESORTED 

RAST~MM. 
POSTAGE & FEES PAID 

USAF 

l"ERMIT No. G-1 

THE 507TH TFG PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE THANKS YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION 
INDULGENCE DURrnG 1985. WE WISH YOU AND YOUR FAMILY THE BEST AND 
HAPPIEST FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON. 


